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Mardan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan

An overview of Arzani khaishki Zamand as Imam

of Pashto Alifnama

Alif nama or See Harfi is a well-known genre of poetry. This genre
belongs to Persian literature and came from Persian to other Eastern
languages. Subjects of this genre are mostly related to ethics or
mysticism. In case of Pashto literature also this genre came from
Persian literature and achieved such a status that now it is considered
as genre of Pashto literature in its own place. In Pashto poetry, many
poets have tried their hand at this genre. They have been created
many wonderful Alif namas, which are the great examples and rich
sources of knowledge, mysticism and Sufism. This article discusses
the Alif namas of Mula Arzani khwaishke, the first Pashto poet of
Alif nama and sheds light on his thoughts and art.
Key Words: Alif nama, genre of poetry, literature, ethics, mysticism,
Sufism.
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"Although one cannot rule out the possibility of
the existence of this genre even before Shah
Abdul Latif, so for we have not been able to
trace it before him. Therefore, it might be said
that this genre had been current in Sindhi for
about two hundred and fifty years. The first
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“Siharfi is an acrostic on one alphabet. It

is not found in any other Indian language

as it is not of Persian or Arabic origin we

conclude that it is a Punjabi form. The
oldest verse of this kind is found in the

Qer



ISSN (P): 2709-9636 | ISSN (O): 2709-9644

o
o ~
Volume 3, Issue 2, (April to June 2022) def;hu
o
4

Adi Granth of the Sikhs and was
composed by Arjun Dev. Later on it
appears to have become a popular verse
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