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Tazmeen-Nigari in Urdu Poetry: A Stru Thematic

and Critical Analysis
This research paper provides a comprehensive and analytical study of
Tazmeen-Nigari (Poetic Interpolation/Adaptation), a highly revered
and intricate artistic tradition in Urdu and Persian poetry. Tazmeen-
Nigari is the deliberate and acknowledged insertion of another poet’s
verse or couplet into one's own newly structured stanza, usually to
pay homage or expand upon a philosophical thought. The study
categorizes Tazmeen into two primary dimensions: Structural (He'at)
and Thematic (Mazmoon) Structurally, it examines how Tazmeen
manifests in forms like Mukhammas (five-line stanzas), Musaddas
(six-line stanzas), or Mustazaad/Bait(single-verse additions).
Thematically, it explores its diverse expressions ranging from
laudatory (Tauseefi) and philosophical (Fikri) to satirical
(Muzahiya*) and adversarial (Mu'anidana). Furthermore, the paper
delineates the strict technical parameters of Tazmeen, such as the
unity of meter (Ittihad-e-Bahr) and thematic continuity (Paiwastagi-e-
Mazmoon). Crucially, the study establishes a clear critical distinction
between Girah Lagana (the core creative knotting of verses in
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Tazmeen), Taward (coincidental/unintentional poetic similarity), and
Sargah (literary plagiarism). The paper concludes that while Girah is
the soul of this genre and Taward is a subconscious coincidence,
Sarqgah represents an ethical violation that stands in absolute contrast
to the transparent and celebratory nature of Tazmeen-Nigari.

Key Words: Tazmeen-Nigari, Plagiarism, Literary Criticism, Unity of
Meter / Bahr. Girah Lagana, MuRhammas eI Musaddas, Urdu Poetics.
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