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The Synthesis of '‘Gham-e-Janaan' and 'Gham-e-
Dauran' in the Tradition of Urdu Ghazal: In the

Light of Pakistani Politicians' Poetry)
This article presents a critical and analytical evaluation of the
thematic and stylistic synthesis of Gham-e-Janaan (the sorrow of
love/beloved) and Gham-e-Dauran (the sorrow of the era/society)
within the tradition of Urdu Ghazal, specifically focusing on the
contributions of prominent Pakistani poet-politicians. Historically,
classical Urdu Ghazal maintained a traditional demarcation between
subjective romanticism and objective socio-political realities.
However, with the advent of the Progressive Writers’ Movement in
the mid-twentieth century, a major conceptual shift occurred. This
study explores how key political figures—namely Faiz Ahmed Faiz,
Habib Jalib, Maulana Kausar Niazi, and Fakhar Zaman—
intellectually reclaimed romantic tropes to articulate collective
resistance, civilizational decay, moral crises, and modern existential
alienation. Through an stylistic and prosodic analysis of their selected
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works, the article investigates how traditional symbols of the
beloved, the rival, captivity, and dawn were dynamically repurposed
into political metaphors without compromising the genre’s inherent
aesthetic grace (Taghazzul). The article concludes that this unique
synthesis not only rescued the ghazal from thematic stagnation but
also permanently democratized its diction, ensuring its structural
durability and establishing it as an enduring medium of political
consciousness in contemporary Urdu literature.

Key Words: Urdu Ghazal, Gham-e-Janaan, Gham-e-Dauran, Poet-
Politicians, Faiz Ahmed Faiz, Habib Jalib, Resistance Literature, Stylistics,
Modernism.
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