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The Decline of Urdu Literature and Societal VValues:

In the Context of the 21st Century

This Article presents a critical analysis of the profound organic
relationship between Urdu fiction and societal values. Literature and
society are interdependent, with the writer serving as a mirror to the
collective conscience and moral fluctuations of their time. This
research employs the character dynamics in contemporary Urdu
novels such as Najeeb, Rukhsana, Javed, Zarina, Mohsin, and Gul
Meena as case studies to highlight the socio-moral factors threatening
the sanctity of family systems, human relationships, and social
integrity. The paper demonstrates that when materialism, greed for
property, and ostentation overshadow higher values such as the
sanctity of life and altruism, society inevitably suffers from moral
bankruptcy. The study concludes that the decline of these literary
characters is not merely a personal failure; rather, it reflects a
transforming social structure where virtues like modesty, fear of God
(Khauf-e-Khuda), and benevolence are gradually eroding. This paper
emphasizes that the fundamental role of literature is not just to depict
societal decay, but to confront society with its inner malaise and steer
it toward moral reformation.

Key Words: Urdu Fiction, Socio-Moral Values, Moral Decay, Materialism,
Family Structure, Sanctity of Human Relationships, Contemporary
Consciousness.
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