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Igbal’s Position in Urdu Tazmeen-Nigari
This research paper explores the distinctive position of Allama Igbal
in the tradition of Urdu Tazmeen-nigari (the art of poetic
intercalation). While the roots of Tazmeen lie in Persian literature,
Igbal elevated this craft from a mere formal exercise to a powerful
medium of creative and philosophical expression. The study
highlights how Igbal engaged with the works of classical Persian
masters such as Maulana Rumi, Hafiz Shirazi, Ghani Kashmiri, Urfi,
and Bedil, integrating their verses into his Urdu poetry to address
contemporary socio-political and spiritual challenges. The paper
argues that Igbal’s uniqueness lies in his creative appropriation and
structural innovation. Unlike traditional poets, Igbal often modified
the Radif (refrain) or Qafiya (rhyme) of the original verses, shifted
the context from lyrical romanticism to collective reform, and
employed a dialogic style to enhance the impact of his message.
Through an analysis of landmark poems such as "Tasveer-e-Dard,"
"Khitab ba Jawan-an-e-Islam,” "Shama-o-Shaire,” and "Khizr-e-
Rah," the research demonstrates how Igbal’s mastery of Tazmeen-
nigari bridge the gap between classical Persian heritage and modern
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Urdu thought, creating a unique synthesis of musicality, intellect, and
reformative vision.

Key Words: Allama Iqbal, Tazmeen-nigari (Intercalation), Persian Poetic

Influence, Creative Appropriation, Urdu Nazm (Poem), Socio-Political Reform,
Hafiz and Rumi, Structural Innovation.
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