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A Comparative Study of Sound Effects in the Short

Stories of Manto and Bedi

The sensory perception in fiction extends beyond the visual to the
auditory, creating a "soundscape" that defines the narrative's
psychological and atmospheric depth. This research paper presents a
comparative analysis of the "Sound Effects” (Auditory Imagery) in
the short stories of Saadat Hasan Manto and Rajinder Singh Bedi, the
two pillars of Urdu fiction. While Manto employs sharp, jarring, and
industrial sounds—screams, sirens, and staccato dialogues—to depict
the trauma of Partition and urban anxiety, Bedi utilizes muted tones,
folk songs, domestic noises, and pregnant silences to explore the
mythological and psychological undercurrents of human
relationships. This study draws upon the theories of "Acoustic
Ecology" and "Literary Acoustics™ to argue that sound in Manto is a
tool of "Shock,” whereas in Bedi, it serves as a vehicle for
"Resonance™ and cultural memory. The paper critically examines
selected texts to demonstrate how auditory distinctiveness forms the
core of their respective stylistic identities.




ISSN (P): 2709-9636 | ISSN (O): 2709-9644 e * 5
Volume 6, Issue 1, (Jan to March 2025) ;1;6:’5 : a
https://doi.ora/10.47205/makhz.2025(6-1)urdu-38
S *
Key Words: Auditory Imagery, Sound Effects, Acoustic Ecology, Saadat

Hasan Manto, Rajinder Singh Bedi, Urdu Short Story, Phonocentrism,
Narrative Rhythm.

V;:jé (Visual Imagery) &“1}/5 SALeA s Jbrbelr Ut -
S Ui ﬂhf( e KT e PIE L2 aa iU £ Yo
(}nuﬂ'{c_" (Soundscape) W&ﬂ"gﬂ.@&ﬂdcdég{}bfd/dﬁgd/c}guf
££.l,5m/l_‘gt‘/ﬁzgr_u;)uﬂfﬁﬂﬁwlu@f&u/b:wwLk@iﬂﬁ‘a
AT I et LU Ut bl 3 St 2020 32 7 osler L5 4F
& i fieend e 38 et 3135 WL Ui Sl ot sl LF
LW nZ oy f Lpd §hoem o il

i‘”-f?ga&}étd'ﬂkf&{@ndwé"u’f’wf'uﬁuilﬁlid@"

P bnls Fe TS L L3

K}“-Laugo%fziabﬁr&uwbj’;ﬁﬂJuué';wuiuuuﬁ/'d;g,
Kae 2ok’ Ku’/"yl/'lJ;A;Lﬁul/u&-&/&Ayivaaﬁul&/:dé.ﬁt/’y‘gﬂ
etk L §ilgs e SOKES B sile s (Organic) Gbast £+ 05

et CG S Tos S b T Yo bb et 213 I L35
PRy u‘”? SLA LS umT AL o S e L Lo s
I KU T =B P i L LS e U
ook S5 TG a5 S F 2 e Sy M £ 5
f:“’“m;ﬂuJJ_GJ@?%/‘!JﬂJ’V.{!,ﬂ.uﬁ’yw!f"‘yﬁ”uwdwud}jf
S 5iernl § i 2L it L

LB L S 23 s e LTSN F IS L

D s pE s




ISSN (P): 2709-9636 | ISSN (O): 2709-9644 s " L 4
[() ] widla
S

@'/.,euﬁ"»J;f’ﬁ';Lﬁt-u;z@/{’b“LﬁJJi’m;ﬁ}é;ﬁ/Mﬂ,Tugéi‘”

/,l"ge,fg,-,gw;é_u?"jviw.ﬂ+uf}l;7J¥Jﬁ/fug;?9Onyqul

JE s Ul st S K au Sy AL L g L
A1 eSS T L St o 2 bl 8 L155"
:/guﬁdﬂ/}."mL’%Kurjt/q)m‘&jgtﬁl,J//.:j%mf}“tuﬁ"c}ﬁ)&i"
JAL G 2t e YA L 735l i
26805 KU B v Ut S =32 T S Ui L o

" (3)‘4(Noise)

USRI NI O E N fw,ceuﬁ,e‘fg/,ém
SAB s § e d SIVGS o L TN L Sarme Qo st f i e
;m/“u(;"tﬁziuu,lu”g&uuu/ﬁ)ygdmﬁjuuﬁ'Jﬂuﬁuiuliw-%(ff
LA e A e wEEL G a0 G 20" 3 T,
Unts S sl u‘? J JPla 3 L UsitsT Su -<" (Leitmotif) s A" ¥ L3 ey
Lol ws Ser f LG Thipdd -l /riielinl

oS G U L GrudusiynT s G

_"(4)‘&?/(!,5. (Rhythm) L(fvagMu:ﬂ’wml‘L

Py On e Ku;}’/,nqj',TJdn4ér£uffxtgut S L
fl]ﬁ/‘//dg-%&tgnuéfﬁa’VL/Zu&j’wﬁﬁ//;idﬂﬁwifﬁgw&ﬂ
Sin L oGS rse b B G AW Us BT 32352
el K5 S LT

*

u,?yum@@u’gnuyume»tuﬁ",;z_;éﬁz;!";u!
L1624 2 Uz ur A S (Symphony) G5 Gissit L1 &5 £
-(5)4“_&/}1’/‘8&«‘5}



L 4
ISSN (P): 2709-9636 | ISSN (O): 2709-9644 < &
Volume 6, Issue 1, (Jan to March 2025) J{Gf’ : a
https://doi.org/10.47205/makhz.2025(6-1)urdu-38
G *

" (Acoustics of w75 JLK'" b C Sam #7 u.‘."“() c_}" L3 L}Lﬁ
G e & £ 1" (Staccato) A" A L - o/ 5'5 i U-Dialogue)
LS Ly fuit et Qneni SL Ltz mindl &
Ln s o LU a b AbI§d elie LI UM g2 el S e s
Lk mzrp e kil S s &L 5o & 100" (Legato) 96" 4
i bnlbr S s S LA UM Lt 2 S F S
SO 2 Sk i S

LU ES S £ J8 52 TS S S S

" (6)9&) Sei S (}I,iﬁ‘géf Sl 2
Sl LB St S e sF L E e T S/ F s 2 L L
e b S I e b S i

Sin 657 GumT & S5F L S S8

_(7)uj(3nu’/31>ut«b

¥ VL sk A3 U E S8 (Silence) G r6" St L et f1 (s
N E e bl 2 T 16 S5 6 U (Sound Studies) bl (g7 o
e Qe Frb U L - (5 s LS S E v
o Gl G S e U L Lo iy 2GS

3;’:" (Pregnant Silence) 4" uér‘ké v £64’/ JE/, ZJ < Gn(Dead Silence)
Kg?"guérqu)u;uﬁ"Jﬂu{";uv-‘gén’;g{o”um/;ma;.lzuﬁrl;&;(ﬂ‘%
LSl A2t 2 6 e 9 S e oW Frb ol £ usts S Uy
f‘LL;anLﬁ/?4u)L5|

IISH I g2 S L Sl LIS bl S

O e L

AN



L 4
ISSN (P): 2709-9636 | ISSN (O): 2709-9644 < &
Volume 6, Issue 1, (Jan to March 2025) .1;6:’5 : a
https://doi.org/10.47205/makhz.2025(6-1)urdu-38
o
\ g

O

-La)ﬁmdl;!uﬁ@rGJd@f9w5uffruJiV

Z" (Urban Soundscape) %ﬁl il " :Jui‘."{) oA u“::l/ o
_uggjm’d/uiufgmuﬁf’q@wiﬂuﬁg&i@"uﬁuiwLul_uguw
" .TgCt X3l o s L S K2 e 8 K § elos 2 U] ol
<Q]UTJQ"P1:&(,;L..al;%uyécﬂ-wu’& Z(Domestic & Rural Soundscape)
S ¥ BT TS ST e d L3S us

,J:/%(‘ad{/'/‘;?uiﬂ)lpumu,?d/(Present) Jtpg)uTJujuui;'“"

_" (9)44(3;;&[:« (Echoes of the Past) éfg{d‘ztuﬁuiwéd,g.

S ,é:wq;u,fd{fd/g/“buw,(m/,u/PKu,:"/gui”d’"é.wér”‘”
_%Jnu/dﬁ,wd;lp,%fJf(/“ﬁJﬂzJﬁ/L&Tgut"J.‘g"é

ﬁ/!y";” -Laut;cd/gf (Phonetic Selection) ,«l’f:'l Jr’ K561l &
L’Lﬂlul-(!ﬁc})g);{:ugru@:ﬁ)ujignfcﬂJuﬁ&ﬁw'&/@lﬁ‘ww&”l
Z./fl,a KEL&JI41&45._9&/!/5:&;3:";?9”&)‘)&! " (Consonants) Us™" %
g e 25" JC)VQ/L/JJ;L&M%‘T.:,)&A;dwug&uhunLl,&uﬂnr)ﬁuj
S oot/ iU 'LG74J!-93/

F et § T e 3 PSS e Ll 5

&fi&guﬁ;ﬁ;u,w/mmLadfj/u:u,/’u;: -

~,,(10)90,:?

& s 2§ (Content) six AI L, L7 06152 22105
‘J}a»ﬁg{/’!ﬂ&/’/mui;lu.’.f;iéu’lé%//.flgz_uvécﬁb'&wfgﬁ-w
-u;{ S0 1sT dl;;ﬂu;ld»’uﬁ‘f '“Amé‘a/i’%uu Ku/;[}wf};d,g.

A9



ISSN (P): 2709-9636 | ISSN (O): 2709-9644 e * 5
Volume 6, Issue 1, (Jan to March 2025) :1;6:’; : a
https://doi.ora/10.47205/makhz.2025(6-1)urdu-38
S *
948 Kt 3 u:]l;li,l/‘a EF -7 (Acoustic Ecology) +/b* 3¢+

(ﬁmuy}’:Luﬁlg;ﬁz,,/KM(:ﬁuyéﬂ-wQ/Jp’VJw?d“lf?,.@«jf
J/%&ru?-uﬁOkﬁ%'Lﬁféa/fk?f9Q)3buﬁ/?K@é£
_(1‘)‘atz;dﬁ,uﬁ"/ﬁ"fuguu’,}b»é’y
UL S
e L Pze (et Lz s o ST
iz e BL G £ ubiint ub‘q%&{m,ft/ & (Orality)

a2
- e

Gbr L aar 13!
L e P et 23 b i 5 LU T S S
-(13)U3&.’t11j8?5’”vg
SGF AU
"(14)903&1’!"JJ'¢~UU/U}"
_w;/qﬁ%,,/mg,ﬂ&fw’gulid,«;.m;“
S LA i
s LS Ut &S 6157 QLT 35T S s ks Ul
-(15)9.{/,5[.2!
I S e b e BN S K S s 58T 7 1 (o
_Lgb/(’w/qn)fu@Juué’;w(:”uy’»uvﬁ
=l Jiy
-/\/\J:f'QQ‘cJﬂ[b{ﬂé':m}f&-"ﬂwug:d,g,;/ﬁ?'/ " Sl
_qnf:;h~w‘ytgﬂda;ﬁ-"f/égéégf"-fﬁé r
EXISLALIN G- AR Y AV SIS i G0 B -5 -




L ]

ISSN (P): 2709-9636 | ISSN (O): 2709-9644 < &
Volume 6, Issue 1, (Jan to March 2025) .1;6:’5 : a
https://doi.org/10.47205/makhz.2025(6-1)urdu-38

-imu‘wh~agusl,_fﬁl,gﬂ,?l:du-"/,fz’f“u};@:ag/ﬁfg"-f/t»gg}?f i

LA S 5199002y 22 ALl Tpo " IS S Fukal S a2 0

_mru‘:m~A:f%~§‘.“vd’~’,ﬁ:mu-"dﬂmuul "-d)yu”i’ N

))/1{‘;)/. iz ijd}:(}uﬁ_"c«;‘?ul‘j:d,g £l "-(.}‘/)u’://; L
Fle Lt eetaols

J{muomkﬁ?um:Jﬁ-"ug;J@rl}uﬁuiLﬁtLd,g. "_FLS8 A
rr

IStk By P 5 i 0 ke Y/

Lt 88e e Jo by S L Uias " 6T s e

Schafer, R. Murray. "The Soundscape: Our Sonic Environment". .If
Vermont: Destiny Books, 1994, p. 23.

Ong, Walter J. "Orality and Literacy". London: Routledge, 1982, p. .IF
78.

I 18912 5 1l " U 5 S S el s s s I

Barthes, Roland. "Image, Music, Text". New York: Hill and Wang, .1

1977, p. 146.
_redf 98N T B "y (LT A A e

*



