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Tangedi Istalahat ka Touzeehe Mutala,
" Mugadma Sher-o-Sha'eri k Tanazar Mein"

"Mugaddama e Shair o Shairi" by Altaf Hussein Hali is one of the
books which can be called the first recognized book on criticism in
Urdu. Before it, we have only sentences which give a hint of
"Ta'assurati Tangeed" (Expressional Criticism) in the context of
fasahat o balaghat, ilme uruz, ilme gafia, but Hali took it seriously
and theorized the discipline of criticism. He made use of the concepts
of Western critics like Milton and maintained the necessity of
simplicity, ability and passion in poetry. Similarly he stressed the
importance of imagination, the study of the universe and eloquence of
words to achieve excellence in poetry. For this purpose, he made his
point clear in "Mugaddama e Shair o Shairi" by using many current
and new terms. This article will analyze these terms and trops used by
Hali in this book in order to highlight the significance of this very
first book on literary criticism in Urdu. Hali belonged to the Sir
Sayyed school of thought. This school was founded on the purposeful
literature. The terms used by Hali revolve around this thought, which
accorded literature with the socio-political and cultural consciousness
of the age. Many of these terms are used frequently in Urdu, but Hali
has given Urdu literary criticism a new dimension by imparting these
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terms new meanings. In this connection, It was QUIte essential to

analyze these terms.
Key Words: ®Dalalat, Jadeediat, Ranginiaan, Tahzeeb, Mustashrayqeen,
Jehatlamukhtimm, Chashni, Asree Shaoor, Ishara, Misali Riaasat.
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