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Linguistic Theory of the Balochi Language

The Balochi language, spoken primarily in the regions of Pakistan,
Iran, and Afghanistan, has been the subject of various linguistic
studies and theories. As a member of the Northwestern Iranian branch
of the Indo-Iranian language family, Balochi shares linguistic traits
with other Iranian languages like Persian and Kurdish. Scholars have
debated its origins, with some suggesting that it developed from
ancient Iranian languages, while others posit it as a continuation of
the Median language. Phonetic, morphological, and syntactic aspects
of Balochi reveal a complex structure, shaped by historical
migrations and interactions with other languages such as Avesta, old
Persian, Sumari, and Madi. The language's dialectal diversity, often
categorized into Eastern, Western, and Southern Balochi, further
enriches its linguistic profile. Modern linguistic theories about
Balochi also explore its endangered status, given the rising influence
of dominant languages in the region and the challenges of its
preservation. The study of Balochi provides key insights into the
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linguistic history of the Iranian plateau and the cultural heritage of the

Baloch people.
Key Words: Balochi language, Indo-Iranian, Northwestern Iranian,
linguistic theory, dialects, phonology, morphology.
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