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Pakistaniat and Fall of Dhaka

This paper examines the role of Pakistaniat, an ideology that
emphasizes a unified Pakistani identity, in the events leading up to
the Fall of Dhaka in 1971. The Fall of Dhaka marked the surrender of
Pakistani forces to the Indian military and the subsequent
independence of East Pakistan, now Bangladesh. Through a historical
and political analysis, this paper argues that the imposition of
Pakistaniat on East Pakistan contributed to the marginalization of
Bengali identity and culture, ultimately leading to the demand for
independence. The paper also explores how the military and political
establishment's insistence on a unified Pakistani identity fueled the
conflict and ultimately led to the downfall of East Pakistan. This
research provides new insights into the complex relationship between
identity, politics, and conflict in the region.

Key Words: ®Pakistaniat, Fall of Dhaka, Bangladesh, Two-nation theory,
Ideology of PaKistan, Language, Religion, Socio-Political Justice, Cultural
Heritage, National Identity.
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‘Pakistaniat represents Pakistan’s shared identity and cultural

heritage, fostering unity and solidarity among its diverse
population.”(r)
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“The principles of social justice and equity mentioned by

Jinnah as structural fundamentals for Pakistan were forgotten

in the early years of Pakistan’s existence.” @
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“However after the emergence of Bangladesh in 1971,
questions emerged regarding the two-nation and Islam’s
position regarding national unity and identity. Does
Bangladesh’s creation indicate that the two-nation theory is
no longer applicable? Or did the two-nation theory appear to

be a fallacy after the founding of Bangladesh” ®
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