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A Critical Overview of Translation' Khiaban-e-
Faris' by Maulana Zafar Ali Khan

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan translated the book of Lord Kirzen “The persia and
the pession question”. In this translation, Maulana Zafar Ali Khan has tried
to maintain the actual spirit and sense of the book. It becomes clear from
the translation of this book that Maulana Zafar Ali Khan had matchless
expertise over Urdu and English language. Maulana Zafar has adopted a
smooth and unique style in this translation. He maintained the original
sequence, balance and the beauty of the text. The translation of Maulana is
full of literary beauty. In order to maintain the intrest and charm in the
translation, Maulana adopted the poetic style.

KEY WORDS: Translation, Original Style Language, Actual Intellectual

insight, Artistic grace, Balance, Sequence.
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“If, in the handling of these on still more, of the political and
general branches of my subject about which I shall have
something to say in an introductory chapter, my readers,
comparing this book with similar ones on western countries,
find conspicuous defects of treatment or information, may I
beg of them to remember that in the East there are no official
sources of knowledge accessible to the public, no blue books,
no statistics scientifically compiled, no census 20
newspapers, o periodicals none of that magnificent
paraphernalia of which it is still doubtful whether it adds to
the sum of human happiness or is the parent of intellectual

. 5(20)
confusion.
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“For the political opinions expressed therein desire to claim

the sole responsibility.”m)
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“It has not in any way improved our Position.”*”

“-énuﬁ’@}@{cwuﬁ:)bdm(ffﬂ”
“Long residents in the country usually undertake, and are
incomparably better qualified for, the task of describing local

»(25)
customs and manners.
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“But a political problem may fairly be consigned to interested
hands, and can be so committed with the greater safety if an
honest endeavor is made, as will be in this case, to regard it,
not ..... any narrow or selfish but from an imperial standpoint,
and in its due relation to the broader question of Asiatic
politics as a whole, of which it constitutes no unimportant
art.”(27)

e Uy 20682
55181 e (E s 4 1] 35 i 556 L s LI 2
e NS SFE e ST AL wf JEka L0k
e odifla ks G0 Bomp o e § S
u‘t?z’/mzz.tgJ&4J1/LJ/faLah?umwf/wm/'r
57360 LK g AL 8 L gaeA Y e

(rA)ee

¢

“Babar eastwards to the Indus was the same ...” "
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“That early in the last century made a Shah of Persia for the

ten years the arbiter of the East.”®”
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“So that any man anxious to ascertain in any respect what is
the Persia of Nasr-ed-Din Shah, how to reach it, whither to
go when he gets there, what to ask for and to see, what has
been done or explored or said by others before him, what
there remains for him to di, may discover that which he seeks
in these pages, finding therein, not merely an account of the
status quo the fleeting record of a moment but, pieced
together, fragment by fragment the processes and means by
which that state has been produced, and by a knowledge of
which alone will he be able either to comprehend the

resultant issue or to frame a forecast as to the future.” >
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“The questions that were put to me before I left England, as to

the direction which I was about to take, and after a had
returned as to the direction which I had taken, lead me to
think that ever in these days of universal primers and
travellers, guides, geographical information is not so widely
diffused as to render superfluous a chapter explanatory of the
different ways by which Persia can be approached or left, and
of the preparatory steps which require to be taken by a
traveller. There is so wide a choice open to the latter in regard
both to route and means, that some guidance in either respect
is desirable. The tables of routes and distances which I shall
give are all derived from firsthand sources, and are brought
up to the latest date. There is no existing publication in which

they can found similarly collected.””
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