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Comparison of Style and Stylistic Debates

In modern Urdu criticism, a trend of stylistic criticism has been seen
after linguistics. The scientific study of language is called linguistics
where as the scientific study of style is called stylistics. However, the
new student of literature is unable to distinguish between style and
stylistic, often moving to style discussion with a focus on stylistic
study or analyzing style with a view to stylistic evaluation of a work
of art. In this essay, an attempt is made to present the discussions of
style and stylistics in such a way that it is easy for the student of
literature to distinguish between the two. Style looks at the merits or
demerits of many aspects of a work, while stylistics only looks at the
use of language and its structure in literature. The main sources of
style are author, environment, thought, language and reader, while the
source of stylistics is linguistics. There are three main branches of
linguistics (historical, descriptive, and applied). Stylistics is studied
under Applied Linguistics.

Key Words: Style, stylistic, linguistic, [literature, discussions, Applied
Linguistics.
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Style: A litrary composition, manner of writing, mode of

expressing thought in language or of expressions. .
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Style: Manners of writing, speaking, collective characteristics

of the writing or diction or way of presenting things.m
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Style, A manner of experssin in language, esp when

characteristic of an individual, period, school or nation."”!
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STYLE: The characteristic manner of expression in prose or

verse: how a particular writer says things. 18]
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Distinective manner of writing belonging to an authaor or

body of authors.”
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Style [stail] n.i manner of writing or speaking (contrasted

with the subject matter), manner of doing anything.esp.

When it is characteristic of an artist or a period of art’ 1ol
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uZL
Those components or features of a literary composition that

have to do with the form of expression rather than the content
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of he thought express, his writing is all style and no
[12]
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substance.
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In the past many writers on style seem to have thought of it as

a positive and rare quality in writing to which an author ought
to aspire[h]
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Linguistics is generally classified as one of the social
science, along with sociology, demography (the study of
population) the more socialy oriented branches of
anthropology, geography and psychology and so on.*
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