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Educational and Literary Development of

Kashmir in Dogra Era

The State of Jammu and Kashmir having an area, 84471 Square
miles, was purchased by Mahraja Gulab Singh in March 16, 1846 in
750000 Nanak Shai from British government. The sale deed was
signed between Mahraja Gulab Singh and the British government.
Mahraja Gulab Singh ruled the State from 1846 to 1857. After his
death his son Mahraja Ranbeer Singh became the ruler of Kashmir.
Mahraja Ranbeer Singh died in 1885 and his son Mahraja Partap
Singh became the ruler. He ruled the State for a long period and died
in 1925. After his death his nephew Hari Sing became the last ruler
who ruled till 1947. During the Dogra Era promotion of literature and
educational development was observed that will be discussed in this
paper. The cultural promotion and famous literary work done in this
period will be elaborated.

Key Words: Dogra Era, Literature Development, Educational promotion,
Cultural services.
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Ranbeer Singh established translation department where

Moulvis helped to translate Arabic and Persian works on
Philosophy and history into Sanskrit. Arabic language was
given much importance in Dogra Period. It was compulsory
for the Kashmiri Muslims to learn Arabic language. Dogra
government established two schools in Strinagar. @
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The Weekly “Chand” Jammu was edited by Diwan Brothers.

The “Desh Sewak” and the “Sudharshan” Jammu weekly

favored Hindu Muslim unity. The Deepak Jammu Bi —
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lingual, Hindi and English. The “Karn Kashmir” Jammu Urdu
weekly by Mr. Muhammad Shafi. The Pasban Jammu . The
Rattan Jammu Urdu weekly by Mulk Raj Saraf . The Jambhur,
the Khursheed, the Naujawan, the Wattan Jammu, the
Sadaqat, the Parbat, Poonch, Al-Mujahid, were the news
papers started during Dogra Regime. The Aftab Poonch the
Zamindar the Tah aur Sher Bahadar , the Himat were some
Journals published from Jammu region. ©
g’/v-uﬁé.nuf.&l()uu,j’éL@’)/"AHZILobt}l Q’ﬁﬂ.‘i‘/}uﬂ R,
:JuJ,fUmz.T;/’*gup‘i;/v% S I G F L s J.:,uwfd/;
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The Martand Urdu , the daily Haqiqet Srinagr, Sadagat
Srinagar, theKashmeer Jadeed Srinagar by Fauq, the Hidayat
Srinagar the Rahber Srinagar and the Pasban were also
published from Srinagar. The Daily Khidmat Srinagar, the
Dunya, Urdu, the Islah Srinagar, the Mahabar . The Ranbeer
Jammu, the Inkishaf, the Nau jawan Jammu, the Himat were
also published. The papers were weekly, monthly, and daily.
These papers awarded the opinion of the public to a large
extent. The authors and editors who played a vital role in

publication were Muhammad din Fauq’ @
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It is with similar attitude that Maharaja Hari Singh also took

certain measures to promote the cultural activities. He was

himself well versed with western education and enlightened
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with the idea of welfare of his subjects; he took up the cause
of promoting higher education and granting scholarships to
the meritorious students. He was responsible for establishing
a committee that would overlook the dissemination of
scholarships to students who would be given an opportunity
to go to Europe to learn various skills like architecture,
administration, horticulture, forestry, sericulture, etc. It was a
novel idea as it would promote an intellectualism among the
people and also give them an opportunity to explore. This
also indicative of the fact that the Dogra rulers were much
concerned about the educational institutions as they would
play the most important role in shaping the cultural matrix of

the region. a2
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The Dharmarth Trust which was founded by Maharaja Gulab
Singh played an important role in the maintenance of Temple
structures, preservation of the manuscripts and was used by
Mabharaja Ranbir Singh to give employment to people of

learned background so that it ushered in a reign of cultural
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development and created a platform for the evolution of a
rich Dogra culture. These activities even more impetus with
the reorganization of Archaeological Survey under the
guidance of Maharaja Pratap Singh. He realized that it was
being used Colonial authorities as a tool to promote their
propaganda so he took measures to reorganize it and separate
archaeology and research by creating a new department'(m
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Dogra wall paintings are located in the outer Himalian Range
of state of Jammu and Kashmir. As one approaches Jammu
city from the plains of Punjab, the entire Himalyan range
appears as undulating green and brown Hills, gradually
increasing in height. The main centers for these paintings are
the valleys of Jammu, Udham pur, Dodha and Poonch, most
of which are irrigated by small stream and rivulets. The town
of Jammu stands on the river Tawi fairly close to the
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Ranbeer Singh's Patronage of Sanskrit learning soon after his

*

accession to the throne in the year 1857, Mahraja Ranber
Singh consecrated a shrine to the worship of Rama or
Ragunatha, from whom, according to Dogra tradition, the
house of the Jammu Rajas claims descent. On account of the
establishments a Pathshala or college and a library of
Sanskrit works were there foremost objects of the Mahrajas
care. In the Pathshala he provided funds for the various
branches of Sanskrit learning. For the library the collection of

manuscripts was simultaneously begun. Translations to the

e
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Hindi of standard works selected from the whole range of the
Darshanss, the Dharma and the other shastras, were executed
and partly printed with the object of spreading a knowledge
of classical Hindu Learning among the Mahraja Dogra

subjects through the Dogri language.(m)
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